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Vale Harold Naunton Davies 
1903-2009 M.B.E., G.C.S.J., M.E., Hon F.I.E. Aust.

Harold Naunton Davies on the Sydney Harbour Bridge 

c. 1929

Tram bridge and Sydney Harbour Bridge April 1932

Article by Ian Bowie
It is with regret that we record the 

passing, at the age of 105, of Harold 

Davies who graduated from the 

University of Sydney as Bachelor of 

Engineering in Civil Engineering with first 

class honours in 1927. We believe Harold 

may be the longest lived alumnus of the 

Faculty.

During the first years of his 

undergraduate course, Harold was taught 

by Professor W. H. Warren before the 

appointment of Professor W.A. Miller in 

January 1926. Harold’s fellow students 

included Bob McMillan and Sandy Britton, 

soon to be eminent engineers in Sydney 

and with whose company there was to be 

a later link.

After graduation Harold joined the New 

South Wales Department of Public Works 

team under J.J.C. Bradfield that worked 

on the Sydney Harbour Bridge project. In 

this capacity he designed the 67-metre 

steel arch bridge, well known to many 

Sydney commuters, that carried the tram 

lines from what are now known as Lanes 

7 and 8, over the Bradfield Highway 

to Blue Street in front of North Sydney 

station (lower photograph). The design 

of this bridge was submitted as a thesis 

to the University of Sydney in 1930 and 

this resulted in Harold being awarded 

the degree of Master of Engineering with 

first class honours and a University Medal. 

Tram services over this bridge ended in 

1958 and the structure was demolished 

several years later to make way for the 

Warringah Expressway.

During the Second World War, Harold 

went on to head the Design Office of 

the Australian Base Command of the 

United States Army, working as the senior 

engineer in Macarthur’s headquarters in 

Brisbane.

After the war, he founded the Brisbane-

based consulting engineering 

organisation Cardno and Davies. In 

Sydney, the similarly large consultants 

McMillan and Britton became McMillan, 

Britton and Kell, later MBK. In 1999 the 

Brisbane-Sydney reunion of graduates 

was in effect completed with the 

formation of Cardno MBK, now Cardno.

The Cardno and Davies firm, with 

particular direction from Harold, was 

responsible for much of the engineering 

for the Gold Coast development, a great 

many bridges and the transformation 

of the City of Brisbane sewerage system 

from a primitive state to one worthy of a 

modern city

After a distinguished engineering career, 

the Institution of Engineers, Australia 

made Harold a Life Fellow at the age of 

100 and he was awarded the Institution’s 

prestigious Peter Nicol Russell Medal in 

2002. It would be an understatement 

that his work has been a credit to the 

profession and an inspiration for young 

engineers.



011

ADVERTISEMENT

STAY CONNECTED!
Onl in E ,  AnY t iM E

Your Alumni email forwarding service now allows you to link your private email address  
to a University alumni email address:
Yourname@alumni.sydney.edu.au
Email forwarding is just one of the many services available via the Alumni Web Community.

Register online today!
www.usyd.edu.au/alumni

Saturday 19 September 2009

9.00am - 3.00pm

Spring Back to Sydney

www.usyd.edu.au/spring_back

A reunion for all alumni

For further information contact Sarah Portelli 
Events Office | 02 9036 9278 | rsvp@usyd.edu.au

Spring Back to Sydney 2009


